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forts. Meanwhile, pending advices that these are fortified, they were
raising 1000 men and women to make a permanent settlement.

The English who landed on this island were 20. Deponent says
he knows nine died because he saw them die of hunger. The rest went
into the interior where they have doubtless perished. A captain
landed with them named John------l

In view of this satisfactory deposition and relation made by this
Englishman, I decided to send them both to the House of Trade in
Seville that Your Majesty might order what is to be done with him.
Perhaps there, where he can be understood, more may be learned
from him. Because this island is without defence2 and we are not sure
of the negroes and have no interpreter who can understand him
(p. 5) I did nothing with him. I am shipping both [the man and his
deposition] that Your Majesty may proceed as may be for the good
of the service.

Our Lord preserve your Catholic Royal Majesty long and happy
years with dominion over the world, as this humblest chaplain desires.

Jamaica, June 20, 1586.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's humblest chaplain kisses Your Majesty's royal
hands.

Licentiate Francisco Marques de Villalobos, abbot (Rubric).

Document No. 4O3
[Pedro de Arana4 to the House of Trade, Havana, June 28,
1586]
(P.i)                                      +
Very Illustrious Sir . . .
On (May) 20 the corsair Francis Drake with his fleet appeared
off Cape San Anton where he lay five days, taking on water and
firewood, and on the sgth at about vespers fourteen sail were sighted
from this port. When next day dawned he was four leagues to the
east of this harbour with 30 sail, of which sixteen were large vessels
and the rest pinnaces and large barks, all their sails reefed and half
a league from shore. This day they took a frigate laden with salt,
1 ... Copeltope . . .
2 I.e., against reprisals.
8 A. del., 42-1-8/3, Gontrataci6n 5108. ifrpliego, original.
4 His Majesty's accountant at Havana.